CHAPTER XXX

GIOVANNI GASTONE
Born 1671. (Reigned 1723-1737.) Died 1737

WE must not linger over the remaining years of the Wedid,
for their sun is setting fast, and setting in deepest gloom.
From the effects of such a reign as that of Cosimo III they
were not able to recover, and the fourteen years' reign of the
last Medici Grand Duke has'little to show us upon which it
is pleasant to dwell.

Gian Gastone was fifty-two when in 1723 he succeeded to
a throne which he looked upon by no means as an object of
desire, but rather as a distasteful burden which he would
have escaped from if he could, grievously interfering as it did
with the seclusion to which, by being uniformly excluded by
his father from all public affairs, he had grown accustomed.

Nevertheless Gian Gastone set himself with commendable
perseverance to reform the many abuses which weighed upon
the country. He dismissed at once all the spies, hypocrites,
and sycophants who had surrounded his father; he annulled
at a stroke the long list of pensions (called "Pensions on the
deed'') paid to Jews, Turks, heterodox Catholics, heretical
Protestants, and other so-called "converts," which had
formed a heavy item in the national expenditure; and b>
other similar measures set himself resolutely to relieve taxa-
tion. He abolished the organised system of espionage which
had so long been established over the domestic life ot the
citizens; the prison doors were opened, and prisoners (most
of them under punishment for ecclesiastical offences) set at
liberty; penalties were remitted, and exiles allowed to return
Imitating the example of his grandfather, Ferdinand II,
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